
Cranston Fire
Grant Application Guidelines

Mission of The Community Foundation  
The mission of The Community Foundation is to enhance the quality of life in the communities we serve.  This 
is accomplished through building permanent endowments, making prudent grants for charitable causes, being a 
catalyst to solve community concerns and strengthening nonprofit organizations. 

The Idyllwild Community Fund 
The Idyllwild Community Fund is an affiliate fund of The Community Foundation.  Established in 1996 
and 1997 by anonymous donors, it is a permanent legacy to benefit the Idyllwild Community and its 
residents.  The Fund has an advisory committee of local community residents dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for residents of Idyllwild.  For more information visit www.idyllwildcommunityfund.org.

The ICF Mission:
“Strengthening Idyllwild through shared resources.”  The goal of the Idyllwild Community 
Fund, whose capital assets consist of endowments and donations made by generous past 
and present members of the community, is to encourage and support programs run by local 
non-profit organizations that: nurture the arts; foster the education of children and adults; 
provide for the well-being of those in need; protect the environment; contribute to the safety 
of our Idyllwild community.

Background:
The Cranston Fire burned in southwest Riverside County.  The fire was started on July 25, 2018, as 
an act of arson.  It burned a total of 13,139 acres and was fully contained on August 10th.  Over 7,000 
people were evacuated.  Seven homes were destroyed and local businesses were seriously impacted 
by the evacuations and loss of business as visitors to the mountain communities were unable to travel 
due to travel restrictions and recreational closures.  Many victims are still working to assess and 
inventory their losses.  The long-term effects of the disaster are still being evaluated.  Several 
organizations stepped forward to meet the immediate needs of those who lost property and business 
to the disaster.

The Community Foundation Serving Riverside and San Bernardino Counties and The Idyllwild 
Community Fund responded to this community disaster by taking a leadership role in the fundraising 
effort to support the critical efforts of relief organizations, both small and large.  Donations were 
accepted to provide relief to victims of the fire. Understanding that several organizations stepped 
forward to meet the short-term and immediate needs of those who lost property and business to the 
disaster, The Idyllwild Community Fund chose to hold their funds until after the one year anniversary 
of the Cranston Fire to meet needs not identified immediately following the fire.  The grant application 
process for those funds will open on October 15, 2019.



Funding Priorities
The Idyllwild Community Fund will support relief and recovery efforts of nonprofit organizations that 
are continuing to provide services to fire survivors in the San Jacinto Mountain communities region.
Relief and recovery activities that will be considered include but are not limited to:

● Childcare
● Clean up, debris removal 
● Counseling (mental health)
● Environmental
● Housing, rental assistance, shelter
● Health, dental and medical 
● Insurance 
● Pharmaceutical 
● Refurbishment
● School, student support activities
● Transportation
● Utility assistance

Eligibility
Organizations must:

● Be a nonprofit, 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization as determined by the IRS
● Be located in Riverside County
● Serve residents of Riverside County impacted by the 2018 Cranston wildfire
● Use 100% of funds for activities that address the short term and intermediate needs of 

impacted families and individuals 

Grant Period
The grant period is for one year, indicated as the performance period on the grant agreement.

Limitations
Applicants may request up to $3,500.00  Funds cannot be used for administrative/overhead/indirect 
expenses and must be based on hardships directly related to the Cranston Fire and publicized as 
nondiscriminatory based on race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, national 
origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status.

Application Review 
Applications will be screened for eligibility and completeness by The Community Foundation (TCF) 
staff.  The TCF Grant Committee will evaluate eligible applications.  Site visits and/or phone 
interviews may be conducted, and additional information may be requested, as necessary. 

Notification of Results
All applicants will be notified of the results, in writing, within three weeks of submission, or per staff 
guidance.



Application Submission
1.  Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until funds are depleted.  There is no set 
deadline.   
2.  Submitting the Application Packet
       A)  Submit 1 original and 4 copies:

● Completed Grant Application Form 
o Cover sheet 
o Narrative (2 pages maximum) 
o Budget Page

● A list of your Board members and their affiliations.
● Your most recent year-end financial statements audited if available
● A copy of your tax-exempt, 501(c) (3) determination letter from the IRS. 
● Minutes of the last two Board meetings.

B)  Mail the Application Packet  to: 
Celia Cudiamat, Vice President of Grant Programs
The Community Foundation
3880 Lemon Street, Suite 300
Riverside, CA 92501

C)  Electronic submission (fax or email) will NOT be accepted.

Funding Availability
Grants will be awarded until funds are depleted.  Please check our website for fund availability and 
further guidance.

Assistance
For more information, contact Shannon Houlihan Ng at shoulihanng@gmail.com. 


